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Reference and Administrative Information

Charity Name: Inshes Church of Scotland, Inverness

Charity Registration Number: SC005553

Congregation Reference No: 372150

Contact Address: 1 Hill Park
Inverness
IV2 4AL

Trustees

Principal Office-bearers

Minister: David Scott 

Associate Minister: Farquhar Forbes

Session Clerk Norman MacKay

Clerk to the Board: Doris MacKintosh

Church Treasurer: Gavin MacKenzie

Independent Examiner Bankers

David J. Forbes, Royal Bank of Scotland,

2 Wallace Court, Dingwall, IV15 9RS 29 Harbour Road, Inverness

The trustees present the annual report and accounts for the Inshes Church, Inverness 
for the year ended 31 December 2020.

Members of the Kirk Session and Congregational Board: David Scott, Ian Brough, Harry 
Chambers, Hendry Robertson, Gavin MacKenzie, John Macleod, Norman MacKay, Peter 
Shaw, Alan Buist, Farquhar Forbes,  Jonathan Appleby.

Member of the Congregational Board in addition to the above: Kate Nelson, Linda Sim, Aileen 
Fordyce, Marilyn Davidson, Doris MacKintosh, Jan Bell, Ian Rudd.

Page 2



Trustees’ Annual Report - Inshes Church of Scotland, Inverness - SC005553
Year ended 31 December 2020

Structure, Governance and Management

Governing Document

Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees

Organisational Structure

Objectives and Activities

The Church is administered in accordance with the terms of the Deed of Constitution.

Members of the Kirk Session and the Congregational Board are the charity trustees. The Kirk Session
members are the elders of the church and are chosen from those members of the church who are
considered to have the appropriate gifts and skills. The minister, who is a member of the Kirk Session, is
elected by the congregation and inducted by Presbytery. The Congregational Board is appointed from
within the congregation and members of the congregation are invited to nominate individuals who are
believed to have the skills and commitment to contribute to the management affairs of the Church, to
become members of the Board. Board Members are then appointed at the Stated Annual Meeting and
serve for a period of three years after which they must seek re-election at the next Stated Annual Meeting.

The Congregational Board is chaired by the minister and meets six times in a year. The Kirk Session
which meets six times a year is responsible for spiritual affairs within the church.

The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, Reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in polity. It
exists to glorify God and to work for the advancement of Christ's Kingdom throughout the world. As a
national Church, it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to bring the ordinances of religion to the
people in every parish of Scotland through a territorial ministry. It co-operates with other Churches in
various ecumenical bodies in Scotland and beyond. 

Inshes Church is a congregation of the Church of Scotland with pastoral responsibility for the community
of its parish. It aims to preach the message of the Christian gospel so that individuals may come to faith,
be encouraged and nurtured in that faith and find purpose and direction through God’s call upon their
lives. The regular meetings for worship are on Sunday mornings and evenings with mid week meetings
for Bible study and prayer. 

The Church also works with primary and pre-primary school-age children through its Truth Trackers
programme, and with S 1-6 through “IT” (Inshes Time) on Sundays. An open Mother-and Toddler group
meets weekly. Special outreach, Christian Education and family support events and programmes are run
when appropriate.

The Church offers the use of the buildings to all community groups involved in care and support work
and this facility is much used. The ministers provide chaplaincy services to the three local primary
schools and the secondary school for the catchment area, and work continues to build relationships with
those schools.
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Trustees’ Annual Report (cont)
Year ended 31 December 2020

Achievements and Performance

Financial Review

Reserves Policy

Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities

•
• make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
•

•

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf,

N MacKay - Session Clerk Date: 12 January 2021

This year has been dominated by the Covid-19 pandemic and restrictions. Since March most of our 
regular activities have been heavily curtailed and the focus has been on online services and meetings and 
the co-ordination and delivery of pastoral care. Integral to that has been the work carried out by our 
Associate Minister and Administrator, both of whom we decided not to 'furlough' during the lockdown 
period. 
 
As we come to the end of the 5 year period for the implementation of the Action Plan agreed with 
Presbytery in 2016, we will be reviewing all our activities including our work and witness in the Milton 
of Leys area where monthly worship gatherings in the primary school were becoming established before 
March. 

prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that
the charity will continue in operational existence.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the financial
statements comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the
charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other
irregularities.

The principal income for the year was from weekly offerings which increased by 6.25% on the previous
year. There was no significant change in the number of Gift Aid Donors.

It is the Trustees’ policy to hold reserves of six months expenditure. At the year end the Church held
unrestricted funds of £205,610. This balance represents about twelve months expenditure and while this
is higher than would normally be expected the Trustees are aware of the need for developing the activities
of the congregation and may use the additional reserves for this purpose.

Charity law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which show a true
and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and its financial activities for that period. In preparing
those financial statements, the trustees are required to:

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended practice have been
followed,    subject to any departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and
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2.

David J. Forbes, C.A.
2 Wallace Court, Dingwall, IV15 9RS

Date: 2 February 2021

An examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland)
Regulations 2006. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks explanations from the trustees concerning any such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit,
and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Inshes Church of Scotland, Inverness

SC005553

Report of the Independent Examiner to the Trustees of Inshes Church, Inverness
I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2020 which are set out on pages 6
to 9.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of
the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland)
Regulations 2006.

The charity trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (d) of the Accounts
Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under section
44(1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s statement

Independent examiner’s statement
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention

to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44 (1)(a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4
of the 2006  Accounts Regulations, and

to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 9 of the
2006 Accounts Regulations have not been met, or

which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 
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Inshes Church of Scotland, Inverness
Receipts and Payments Account
Year ended 31 December 2020

Unrestricted Restricted 
Funds Funds Total Total
2020 2020 2020 2019

£ £ £ £
Receipts Note

Donations 3 196,363 18,858 215,221 178,897
Legacies 7,500 0 7,500 0
Activities for Generating Funds 1,211 0 1,211 6,606
Bank & Deposit interest 252 0 252 515
Investment income 4,006 0 4,006 4,714

209,332 18,858 228,190 190,732

Rental of premises 0 0 0 0
Sale of assets 0 0 0 0
Sale of investments 0 0 0 0
Grants 0 0 0 0
Receipts from General Trustees 0 0 0 0
Other Receipts 0 0 0 0

Total Receipts 209,332 18,858 228,190 190,732

Payments 6
Costs of generating funds 0 0 0 0
Charitable activities 208,697 18,858 227,555 223,158
Governance costs 0 0 0 0

Total Payments 208,697 18,858 227,555 223,158

635 0 635 (32,426)

Transfers 0 0 0 0

635 0 635 (32,426)

(Deficit)/Excess of Receipts
over Payments for the year
before transfers

(Deficit)/Excess of Receipts
over Payments for the year
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Inshes Church of Scotland, Inverness
Statement of Balances
At 31 December 2020

Unrestricted Restricted 
Funds Funds Total Total
2020 2020 2020 2019

Note £ £ £ £

Bank & Deposit Balances
Bank & deposit balances 
brought forward 40,934 0 40,934 73,360

Movement in year:
(Deficit)/Excess of Receipts 
over Payments  for the year 635 0 635 (32,426)

Bank & deposit balances
carried forward 41,569 0 41,569 40,934

Investments at market value
(cost £78,066) 136,907 0 136,907 139,509

Assets

27,134 2,517 29,651 14,891

Liabilities
Cost of repair not yet billed 0 0 0 0

For and on behalf of the Kirk Session and Congregational Board

__________________________________________________       Session Clerk

__________________________________________________       Treasurer

Gift Aid Receivable

The accounts were approved by the Kirk Session and Congregational Board on 12th January 
2021.
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Inshes Church of Scotland, Inverness
Notes to the Accounts

1. Trustee Remuneration and Related Party Transactions

2. Nature of Funds

3. Analysis of Donations Unrestricted Restricted 
Funds Funds (MOL) Total Total
2020 2020 2020 2019

£ £ £ £

Gift Aid Donations 133,066 13,413 146,479 114,925
Tax Recovered on Gift Aid Donations 18,507 3,353 21,860 17,478
Ordinary Offerings (Open Plate) 21,426 2,092 23,518 45,069
Other Offerings, Donations etc 23,364 0 23,364 1,425

196,363 18,858 215,221 178,897

4. Minister’s Stipend

2020 2019
£ £

5. Collections for Third Parties
Tearfund 0 2,800
United Brethren Mission 0 1,047

0 3,847

During the year, two trustees received reimbursement of expenses incurred totalling £1,296.
The manse council tax of £3,876 and telephone bills were paid on behalf of the Minister.
Farquhar Forbes, Doris MacKintosh and Kathleen Nelson who were members of the
Congregational Board received £32,723, £18,375 and £1,557 repectively for providing
services during their periods of office. Employers pension contribtuons were also made for
Farquhar Forbes and Doris MacKintosh.

No trustee or a person related to a trustee had any personal interest in any contract or
transaction entered into by the charity during the year.

All Church of Scotland congregations contribute to the National Stipend Fund which bears
the costs of all ministers' stipends and employer's contributions for national insurance,
pension and housing and loan fund. Ministers' stipends are paid in accordance with the
national stipend scale, which is related to years of service. For the year under review the
minimum stipend was £28,137 and the maximum stipend (in the fifth and subsequent years)
£34,577.

The restricted fund is known as the Milton of Leys Project (MOL) fund, and is for outreach
and work in the Milton of Leys area of our parish.
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Inshes Church of Scotland, Inverness
Notes to the Accounts (cont'd)

6. Analysis of Payments Unrestricted Restricted 
Funds Funds (MOL) Total Total
2020 2020 2020 2019

£ £ £ £

Costs of generating funds
Offering envelopes 0 0 0 0

Charitable activities
Ministries & Mission allocation 104,776 0 104,776 96,672
less: Endowment Income (1,154) 0 (1,154) (1,151)
Ministries & Mission relating to 2021 8,635 0 8,635 0
Presbytery dues 2,498 0 2,498 2,327
Minister’s expenses 1,296 0 1,296 2,499
Pulpit supply 180 0 180 600
Other salary costs 45,482 16,138 61,620 58,136
Contract Cleaning 1,209 0 1,209 4,464
Fabric repairs & maintenance 6,274 0 6,274 13,096
Council Tax 3,876 0 3,876 3,208
Other Building Costs - Heat and light 7,083 0 7,083 10,259
Insurance 2,186 0 2,186 2,427
Water Charges 1,881 0 1,881 0
Telephone 1,213 0 1,213 1,499
Organ & music 0 0 0 50
Printing, stationery, adverts & postage 555 200 755 1,406
Youth & Senior Citizens' events 1,484 0 1,484 3,918
Architect Fees 0 2,520 2,520 0

Audio Visual Equipment 2,359 0 2,359 6,937

Donations to Christian Organisations 13,100 0 13,100 12,000

Other expenses 5,764 0 5,764 4,811
208,697 18,858 227,555 223,158

Governance costs

Independent examiner’s fees 0 0 0 0
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